PARK RIDGE
Free Methodist Church
10 Straub Rd., Rochester, NY 14626
(585) 227-0990
contact: office@parkridgefmc.org

Pastor Merry Kendall, Lead Pastor
RECURRING DATES
SUNDAY
8:30 am “Celebration of Discipline”
discussion group
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am “Celebration of Discipline”
discussion group
Sept. 25, 10:30 am “Starting Point” study
TUESDAY
8:30 pm TOPS
WEDNESDAY
6:45 pm Crossroads and Powerhouse Youth
6:45 pm “Celebration of Discipline”
discussion group
THURSDAY
6:00 pm TOPS
OTHER DATES
Saturday, Sept. 3 10:00 am - noon Swing set
painting and lunch for painters
Saturday, Sept. 10 9:00 am Men’s breakfast at
Panorama Restaurant
Saturday, Sept 10 2:00 pm Baby shower for
Karlie Davis
Sunday, Sept. 11 6:30 - 8:30 pm “I Am
Rochester” shown in the Sanctuary
Thursday, Sept. 15 7:00 pm BoA meeting
Sunday, Sept. 18,10:45 am Membership Class
Saturday, Sept. 24 9:00 am Men’s breakfast at
Panorama Restaurant
Monday, Oct. 3 2:00 pm Bible study at the
Village at Unity
Saturday, Oct. 8 9:00 am Men’s breakfast at
Panorama Restaurant
Thursday, Oct. 20 7:00 pm BoA meeting
Saturday, Oct. 22 9:00 am Men’s breakfast at
Panorama Restaurant
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July-August 2022

It’s September – that

me of year when we all
get reset for back-to-school, vivid leaf color, apple
pies in the oven, and beef stew in the crockpot.
Summer vaca ons are done, and we need to get
se led into our Fall schedules. Some things stay
the same, and some things change. There are
some exci ng changes coming to Park Ridge in the coming weeks!
On Sunday, September 11th, we will begin a new sermon series
and weekly discussion groups! The sermon series is called “The Path
to Spiritual Growth,” and the discussion groups will focus on the
same topics covered in Richard Foster’s classic book, “Celebra on of
Discipline”
9/11
9/18
9/25
10/2
10/9
10/16
10/23
10/30

11/6
11/13
11/20
11/27

Medita on
Prayer
Fas ng
Study
Simplicity
Solitude w/Pastor Lance and Debbie Mitchell preaching
Submission w/guest preacher, Pastor Colleen Dick from
Pearce Memorial Church
Service w/guest preacher, Rev. Dr. Earlando Thomas from
New Hope FMC
ALSO: representa ves will be present from Open Door Mission, Family Promise, Caring Choices, and Rochester Global
Refugee Services to tell us about their organiza ons and service opportuni es for individuals, families, and groups.
Confession
Worship w/guest preacher, Pastor Ephram Wilkoﬀ from
Edgewood FMC
Guidance
Celebra on

Our ministry to the senior saints at The Village at Unity will be
shi?ing from a worship service to a Bible study. I am so grateful to
those that sang, played piano, served Communion, and/or preached
there: Pastor Lance and Debbie Mitchell, Michelle Bull, Tracy Davis,
Pastor Deano and Darlene Pulice, Roger and Ginnie Jarvis, Joyce
Jarvis, Nilsa Mar nez, Mark and Evie Alessi, and Sandy Rodwell.
Though I’m not exactly sure what we will study, yet, the residents
seemed to be open to studying any book in the Bible. Please be in
continued on page 3...

If you see someone whose special day
has already occurred, please wish them well.

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Birthdays
1 Dorothy Bell
Dale Hotchkiss
Catherine Hunn
Patty Miller
4 Mary Kielkowicz
5 Alyson Wood
9 Dave Leupold
10 Mike Kortykowski
Paula Pye
14 Jim Ciurca
Madeline Kielkowicz

16 Chris Kelley
19 Larry Lehning
25 Ashley Hayner
Jennifer Schuler
26 Carolyn Baker
28 Alberta VanGraafeiland
30 Dottie Hotchkiss
Jourdan Matthews
Debbie Mitchell
Brianna Porterfield

We try to recognize all the birthdays and anniversaries,
but may be missing some. If you think your birthday or
anniversary is missing from our list, please email the
church oﬃce and let us know the dates. Thank you.

Anniversaries
1 Elliott & Sandy Rodwell
3 Jim & Sharon Lunden
Mike & Bethann Sayers
10 Jim & Kathy Hayner
12 Fay & Cherylin Gotham
Charles & Chris Hubbard
14 Garland & Susan Solt
20 Bob & Jill Romberg
22 Joe Sr. & Peg Rizkallah
23 Jason & Jessica Bugajski
28 CJ Aspromgos & Chris Kelley

If you or a family member are in the emergency room, or admi%ed to the hospital, please contact the church oﬃce so the
pastor can be made aware. Area hospitals no longer contact
the churches with this informa on.

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Birthdays
2 Nilsa Martinez
4 Gabriella Williams
5 Jim Hayner
Patty Stoffel
7 Kellie Dorr
10 Roger Jarvis
11 Linda Deats-Leupold
12 Sam Bugajski
14 Joshua Wood

17 Michelle Kettinger
18 Julianna Pye
21 Taylor Matthews
22 Rick Stoffel
24 Joanne Chase
26 Julie Holdgate
29 Lori MacGregor
Tammy Dionisio

Anniversaries
8 Bob & Sally Luce
10 Dylan & Myranda Soule
18 Beep & Heather Kielkowicz
19 Mike & Darlene Kortykowski
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Upcoming Events, Announcements and Happenings
in the Life of Our Church

continued from page 1...

prayer for me/us to develop rela onships with
these dear residents. We will meet on the ﬁrst
Monday of every month at 2:00 PM in the Medita on Room of the East Village beginning October 3rd. Please let me know if you would like to
be listed as a sub in case I am unable to serve.
With that shi?, my weekly schedule will
change. Beginning in October, my days in the
church oﬃce will be Monday, Wednesday, and
Thursday. I will work from home on sermon and
worship prepara ons on Tuesday. My day of
Sabbath rest will con nue to be every Friday.
Pa/y Stoﬀel, Church Administrator, will con nue to work from home on Monday mornings and
be in the church oﬃce on Tuesday, Wednesday,
and Thursday mornings (9:00-noon).
Pastor Merry

Prayer Ministry
I have been so excited and encouraged by those participating
in the prayer ministry. The ninja warriors are very conscientious about their assigned weeks as warriors and when they
are not able to be there for their week, they are careful to
make it known so another warrior can step in, those who are
unfamiliar with the ninja warriors there are three or four sitting in each Sunday morning service quietly praying for each
person in attendance, for pastor and the worship team. So if
you are there on a Sunday morning, know that three or four
people are praying for you. The ninja warriors have commented to me that their weeks as warriors they get more out
of the service and they feel so connected to the people there,
and they are often reminded to pray for them again throughout the week. This is what being part of a praying church is
all about, and also great sources of encouragement as we see
prayers being answered. The most encouraging thing to me
as the prayer coordinator, was the First Step prayer night on
June 26. We had an awesome worship led by our worship
team and Reegan Mitchell. Then we spent several minutes
giving praises and thanking God for what he had done in our
lives recently. Then we talked about how the showing of the
film, “I Am Rochester” and the new Bible study on The Circlemaker seemed to be urging us to pray for another great
awakening to happen in Rochester and how other churches
and Bible colleges in the area here have been feeling this
same sense of urgency. We talked about our need to be
ready for a city-wide revival. Out church, along with the
others in our county, need to be ready, both individually and
as a church, for new believers to come flooding through our
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doors, ready to discuss and come alongside them. Are we ready?
We were then challenged the next half-hour walking the perimeter of the church property praying as the Lord led. After the half
hour, we returned to reflect. It was awesome to hear all of the different things the Lord directed each one to pray about. Out of that
time of prayer one person was directed to lead a ministry within
the church that many have been asking for. The challenge was
then issued to each one to continue circling the church in prayer.
That could look like coming or stopping at different times throughout the week and walking and praying or it could be coming to
planned services or events a half-hour early to pray around the
church.
The next Wednesday night Bible study found 3 people doing
just that. (Although one got caught praying and picking berries!)
Out of the 50 plus people in the morning service on the 26th, 21
were at the First Step prayer night. That is inspiring and encouraging! If you want to be part of the exciting things God is doing at
Park Ridge, come to the next prayer night or join one of the prayer
ministry teams.
For those of you who were unable to make the showing of the
documentary I Am Rochester we will be showing it again Sunday,
September 11, 2022 at 6:30. This is a powerful documentary covering the history of Rochester and it’s role in freeing slaves, elevating women and experiencing true revival, but not only that it also
reveals to us “God’s heart and chosen identity for Rochester, NY”
and encourages and inspires us to begin to pray and anticipate
another great spiritual awakening and transformation in our city.
Calls us to look at ourselves and our churches, are we ready to
meet the needs of an inflow of new believers? If we are not, what
do WE need to do about it? Are YOU ready to step in and mentor
and disciple hundreds of baby Christians if they begin filling our
sanctuary looking for support and guidance in a whole new way of
life for them? If not, what do YOU need to do about it? Here are
some first baby steps:
1. Watch the documentary. Become aware!
2. Invite friends who have a heart for God and for our city to
join you in watching.
3. Register for the FREE Make Us One Conference 2022
being held on Friday, September 30, 6:00-9:30 pm and
Saturday, October 1, 8:00 am 1:30 pm in downtown
Rochester where Christians from all over Rochester will
gather together to pray and learn how we can prepare ourselves and our churches for a movement of God. Doug
Stringer will be the keynote speaker . Google him and
learn about his ministry Someone Cares in Houston, Texas and the work they have done all across America as
bridge-builders of reconciliation among various ethnic
and religious groups. They have implemented several
citywide strategies that have now been multiplied in cities
across the nation that have helped connect the need with
the resources.
If you have any questions about any of these baby steps, please
contact me.
Debbie Mitchell
773-4590

Men’s Ministry
The Men's Ministry will continue Saturday morning breakfasts,
revisiting their desirability among the men. This fall we will try
to plan a couple of events for men. Our goal will be to develop
relationships that will enable men to grow in faith, encouraging
each other in God's Word.
Mark Alessi

Free Methodist World Missions
This website provides many resources including news about our missionaries as well as prayer calendars so that you can pray for
specific needs around the world. Check out the September Heartbeat at https://fmwm.org/ for stories of hope and the monthly W orld
Missions Prayer Calendar. Here are some highlights about the work being done by ministries with a personal Park Ridge connection:
Dorrs Update –Tim, Kellie, and the gir ls r ecently ar r ived in Texas to star t classes at Rio Gr ande Bible Institute. They ar e beginning their Spanish training and are so thankful for the many people who have supported them making their ministry possible. For
the next 10 months they will be immersed in language studies at Rio Grande, whose mission is to, “Prepare missionaries linguistically, culturally and spiritually for the Spanish-speaking world.” For more information about the Dorrs and their ministry, we encourage
you to sign up for their newsletter. To receive regular updates from the Dorrs, email them at Tkdorr0019@gmail.com. The newsletter provides details on how you can support them personally and the ministry they are doing through Wycliffe Bible Translators.

Congratulations to
Tim and Kellie
on becoming members of
Park Ridge Free Methodist Church!
Dublin – Message from Billy Swann: Summer 2022 was so much more than a return to normal after the restrictions of the pandemic
days. Dublin Family Outreach and Drewstown House have been growing closer to a full merger, sharing staff and resources. We have
seen how the Lord has provided the needs of the ministry in incredible ways. Over a two-year period, the Drewstown heating system
has been totally overhauled and renewed, bought and paid for through God's provision. The 120 mattresses throughout the 16 Drewstown House bedrooms were to cost €25 each to be recycled and another €250 each to be replaced. It seemed an impossible task during the extended period of no income due to the Covid restrictions. Equally difficult was the continued use of the 20–30-year-old
mattresses. At just the right moment in the planning of God, a former resident of the Drewstown House orphanage contacted us and
asked to fund a project. In no time at all, returning guests to Drewstown House enjoyed the comfort of hotel grade mattresses. We
praise God for his provision. As thrilling as it is to witness God's provision of the ministry’s physical needs, perhaps the greatest thrill
is to see men and women profess their faith in the Lord Jesus and go through the waters of baptism. DFO outreach continued all
through the pandemic days with individual weekly lifestudies just for men or for women and for both at the same time. Our monthly
celebration times happened as restrictions allowed, praising God for the positive things in our lives. Then in September 2021, the
monthly meetings became weekly at the request of a core group of 12 people. In that first year, we have seen two weddings, a funeral, three baptisms and weekly attendance at the new fledgling church has doubled. Our time at summer camp was significantly enhanced with a team from Beachlake FMC with Pastor Shane & Madaina Haffey. The team input and per sonal inter action with
campers is what makes all the difference between a good camp and a great one. Such partnership and cooperation within the body of
Christ is having a Kingdom impact. Thank you for the part you play in that blessing and growth.
Please be thinking about whether you would like to participate in a future outreach team to Dublin in Summer 2023.
Left photo: Drewstown Summer Camp Families
Right photo: Family Fellowship Church Baptism
Service (Dublin, Ireland) with Billy Swann (far
right) and Shane Haffey (far left)
August 2022

Here are a few highlights from the Free Methodist W orld Missions Hotline:
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Africa – Bishop Matt Whitehead has been in Malawi conducting annual confer ences and connecting with national leaders. Africa Area Director Mike Reynen has been in Ivory Coast and Zambia. Please pray for safety, health and uncomplicated travel as they return to the U.S.
Asia – Praise the Lord for 11 new believers in Cambodia! Pray for the new believers, new church plants and the many in Cambodia who have yet to hear the gospel.
Pray for missionaries Jason and Wendi as they begin their language study. Ask the Father to give them a quick understanding of the language.
Pray for the Holy Spirit’s anointing as Asia Area Director Eric speaks Friday during the final night of the online FREE
Youth Asia Connect event. Pray many young people will be ready to say “yes” to God’s call on their life.
Europe – Please do not give up praying for peace in Eastern Europe. A significant escalation of attacks is expected this week as
Ukraine celebrates Independence Day on Wednesday. Please join us in praying for all those who are grieving in Ukraine
and Russia.
Latin America – Bishop Linda Adams met with Bishop Eliodor Desvariste fr om Haiti over the weekend. He descr ibed
"the best of times and the worst of times." Haiti is still experiencing widespread violence, kidnappings and lawlessness. As
a result, Bishop Desvariste reports about 20 pastors have fled Haiti - some because of the violence and others needing medical care. Gangs terrorize the neighborhoods surrounding several churches to the point where the churches cannot meet. At
the same time, other churches are overflowing with worshippers and seekers, as the threat of kidnapping or death has
brought an awakening among the population. Every week, the churches that can meet report many conversions and powerful times of returning to God. Bishop Desvariste asks for prayer for the 84 churches and 57 church plants, almost all living
amid crisis. May God bring much good out of this horrible chapter in the country's life. May God's people live by faith and
not succumb to fear. May hopeless people find hope in Jesus as the church shines the light. May the kingdom of God advance in Haiti. Please pray.
Middle East – Arabic is spoken by more than 420 million people worldwide. Twenty-eight nations have Arabic as their official
language. Pray each people group represented will have access to Arabic Bibles and discipleship training materials.
For the most recent W eekly Prayer Hotline and Monthly Prayer Guide, go to https://fmwm.org/pray/.

PRFMC Giving Options
Our Daily Bread devotionals have been available in the church lobby for those who wanted them. Over the past year the number of
devotionals picked up has decreased,
therefore the church will be reducing the
number we will be having available. Did
you know you can have the devotional
delivered to you directly, either by mail or
email? If you would like to learn more
about this option, visit their website Our
Daily Bread (odb.org)
Patty Stoffel
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We have several options for giving at Park
Ridge. If you choose to give by check, you can
put it in the basket in the lobby or mail it directly to the church. To receive giving credit
for cash donations, use one of the envelopes in
the seat and put your name on the front. You
may also choose to use the bill pay option
through your bank. For this option you would
need to log into your bank account and choose
their bill pay and the bank will print and mail
the check directly to the church. The third option is to give online using tithe.ly. Visit the
church website, www.parkridgefmc.org, and
click on the yellow “give now” button in the
top right corner of the page. Then you will
scroll down a little on the new page and click
the “give online” box. When you give online
you will see a little box to click to cover fees.
(see the picture).
For example, if you want to give $200 with
your credit card and do not check that box, the
church will only receive approximately $194, if
you click the box you will pay the approximate
$6 fee, and that fee will be included in the
amount that you give to the church. If you have
any questions, please contact Patty in the office.

