10 Straub Rd, Rochester, NY 14626
(585) 227-0990
contact: oﬃce@parkridgefmc.org
Pastor Merry Kendall, Lead Pastor

MONTHLY EVENTS
Thursday, 5-12, 7:00 pm BoA mtg.
Sunday, May 15, 2:00 pm Village at
Unity Service
Sunday, June 19, 2:00 pm Village at
Unity Service

MEN’S GROUP
Saturday, 5-14, 9:00 am Men’s Group
at Panorama Restaurant
Saturday, 5-28, 9:00 am Men’s Group
at Panorama Restaurant
Saturday, 6-11, 9:00 am Men’s Group
at Panorama Restaurant
Saturday, 6-25, 9:00 am Men’s Group
at Panorama Restaurant
All men are welcome. Please sign up on
the Connection Card if you plan to attend so enough seats can be reserved.

RECURRING EVENTS
Sundays

8:30 am, Book of John
study with Pastor Lance
(Ends 5/8)
Sundays 9:30-10:30 am
Worship in-person and online
Sundays 10:30 am, Book of John
study with Jason Strong
(Ends 5/22)
Tuesday 8:30-11:15 am TOPS
Wednesdays 6:45 pm -8:00 pm
Book of Hebrews, Pastor
Merry, Fireplace Room
Also Powerhouse, Crossroads
Thursdays 6-8:00 pm TOPS meeting

ONLINE OPPORTUNITIES
Sundays
9:30 am - Sunday worship in person
and also on the church Facebook and
YouTube pages. Remember you can
also watch the Facebook and
YouTube videos anytime.
We will keep you posted on any new upcoming online opportunities.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Thursday-Friday, May 19 * 20
Annual Conference

C

May-June 2022

“All of you together are the one body of Christ, and each one of you is a
separate and necessary part of it”
(1 Cor. 12:27 TLB).
Please accept my appreciation to the members who attended our annual
society meeting on Sunday, April 3rd! For those who may have come to
Park Ridge Free Methodist Church from another church or denomination,
your local church might have called it a membership meeting. Same
thing – it’s a time for adults whose membership is active to exercise their
right and privilege to elect those who will serve the church in leadership
roles. The pastor chairs the meeting without vote.
Before the votes are cast, members nominate 3 members who will
count the votes. Once the votes are cast by secret ballot, the counters go
to work. While the ballots are counted, reports are given by the Lead
Trustee and the Church Treasurer. The Trustees’ report is a synopsis of
all the work that was done in and around the buildings and grounds. The
Treasurer’s report is a financial update on the last year. All those in attendance were given a copy of the 2022 Budget that was approved by the
Board of Administration. It was noted that we had to decrease the budget
by about $24,000.00 due to a decrease in giving in 2021. I am so proud
of the work the Board members did to cut the budget and still allow ministries to be funded, buildings and grounds to be maintained, missionaries
to be supported, and staff to be compensated for the hard work they do.
Through March of 2022, we have not been meeting the budget need
once again; we are seeing another decrease in giving by about $500 per
week. Consider what it might mean to your household budget if you lost
$500 per week or $2000 per month. I remind you that each one of us is a
separate and necessary part of the Body of Christ at Park Ridge. If
you are behind in your giving or have not been giving regularly, I ask you
to prayerfully consider how you will support the work of the Church.
To those of you who faithfully support the church financially, here are
just some of the things we are able to do because of your faithfulness:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

$5400 funds worship (communion supplies, music, licenses, instruments,
guest preachers)
$4000 funds curriculum, supplies, and events for adults, children, and teens
$2000 funds snacks and meals during times of fellowship (like the Easter
breakfast)
$500 funds leadership development
$2200 supports local missions/projects
$5000 supports missionaries’ work in Uruguay, Japan, Ecuador, and Ireland
$900 supports a child through International Child Care Ministries
$750 supports the Bishops Crisis Response Fund (like the crisis in Ukraine
right now)

Plus, $14,000.00 is our fair share in the Equal Participation Plan
(EPP), a financial partnership among all the churches which constitute the
Pastor Merry’s message continued on Page 3..

If you see someone whose special day
has already occurred, please wish them well.

May Birthdays
2
3
4
6
8

9
12
13
18
19
24
25
28

Mikayla Mull
Morna Moore
Dylan Soule
Wayne Strong
Debra VanGraafeiland
Fay Gotham
Andrew Wolﬀ
Kera Young
Adam Strong
Grayson Williams
Chris Baretela
CJ Aspromgos
Charles Hubbard
Alex Davis
Jacob Preston
Jon Strong
Sue Henry

June Birthdays
8
13
17
20
21
25

Darlene Goodchild
Jim Thomas
June Harris
Debbie Wolﬀ
Lee McQuown
Ethel Polinsky

June Anniversaries
May Anniversaries
6 Eric and Erika Young
29 Nate and Lori Williams

If you or a family member are in the emergency room, or admi ed to the hospital, please contact the church oﬃce so the
pastor can be made aware. Area hospitals no longer contact
the churches with this informa on.

6
15
20
25

Todd and Tracy Davis
Tim and Kelly Dorr
Joe and Pat DeLorenzo
Dave and Paula Pye

We try to recognize all the birthdays and anniversaries,
but may be missing some. If you think your birthday or
anniversary is missing from our list, please e-mail the
church oﬃce and let us know the dates. Thank you.
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Upcoming Events, Announcements and Happenings
in the Life of Our Church
Pastor Merry’s message continued from Page 1...

THE GIVING TREE

Free Methodist denomination. Because we belong
to the Free Methodist denomination, your donations are tax-deductible. Our membership also
means the church is not required to pay federal or
state income taxes or file income tax returns. We
also enjoy the benefits of networking support,
leadership development opportunities, Free Methodist publications, and legal support (if needed).
Our fair share also funds the Board of Bishops,
ministerial scholarships and grants, retirement assistance to clergy members who retired before
there was a pension plan, and much more.
I cannot imagine a better investment for my
money – an investment that invests in people here
and all around the world – people who are committed to introducing people to Jesus Christ! Can
you?

Park Ridge’s Giving Tree is the collection of winter items placed
in clear plastic bags and hung from trees during the cold season.
Using ribbons to attach the items to the trees; individuals in
need are able to take the items for their own. The members of
Park Ridge have graciously donated gloves, socks, mittens, hats,
scarves, and other winter wear to the Giving Tree in the past few
years.
The trees are selected in locations to provide the most access to
those in need. The first tree used to display the items was located
in the downtown area near the courthouse on Broad Street. In
the past, we have placed them on that street alone. Due to the
abundance of donations, we were able to add a location near the
train station and another near House of Mercy homeless shelter.
This past winter, with temperatures reaching as low as two
degrees, the congregation provided over 300 articles of winter
wear to individuals in need. All of these items were graciously
donated.
Now that Spring and warmer weather is hear (hopefully!) we
will store the remaining items until the end of the year. If you
have winter items you’d like to donate, please keep them until
we ask for them in the late Summer/Fall. Thanks so much to all
those who donated!

On April 3, two people were welcomed
into the membership
of Park Ridge Free
Methodist Church.

Kevin
Wood

3

C

The Gatherers: Chris Kelley, Joyce Gallagher, June Harris,
Sue Henry and Marchia Miller

Linda
Porterfield

Events, Announcements and Happenings continued on Page 4...
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Global Missions
Free Methodist World Missions - This website pr ovides many r esour ces including news about our missionar ies as well as
prayer calendars so that you can pray for specific needs around the world. Check out the A pril Heartbeat at https://fmwm.org/ for
stories of hope and the monthly W orld Missions Prayer Calendar.
Here are some highlights about the work being done by ministries with a personal Park Ridge connection:
Dublin – Keep the ministry of Billy Swann and the Dublin Family Outreach in your prayers. Also, please keep Declan (Deco) Keenan and his wor k with the childr en at Just A sk in your pr ayer s. Be thinking about whether you would want to par ticipate in
a future outreach to Dublin in 2023.
Dorrs Update – It was good to see Tim, Kellie, Lydia and Esther in chur ch at Par k Ridge just befor e Easter ! In their most
recent newsletter, they describe Easter celebrations in Mexico. Did you know that on Sabado de Gloria (Holy Saturday), some communities in Mexico still burn an effigy of Judas? Cardboard or papier-mâché figures are constructed, sometimes with firecrackers
attached, and then burned. The Dorr’s April Newsletter is full of interesting information and observations related to their work and
Mexican culture. If you would like to receive regular updates from the Dorrs, email them at Tkdorr0019@gmail.com. Their newsletter also provides details on how you can support them personally and the ministry they are doing
through Wycliffe Bible Translators.
Here are a few highlights from the Free Methodist W orld Missions Hotline:
Africa – Praise God for what He is doing in Cameroon! The FMC in Cameroon has the vision of
planting 15 churches in 2022. To date, there are three new groups of 20 plus gathering for worship
twice a week, and leaders are working toward launching two more churches by the end of May. Pray
for these new church plants and the fulfillment of their vision for 2022.
Asia – Pray God will direct missionaries Jason and Wendi to individuals and churches who will partner with them in ministry as
they prepare to depart for Thailand in June. Praise the Lord! Two missionary couples, Mark, Lena, Thom and Sherry Cahill, arrived
safely in their new ministry location. Pray for them as they begin the networking process and seek open doors of opportunity to connect in their new community.
Europe – The Free Methodist Church across Europe continues to respond to the situation in Ukraine. Please pray for:
Our missionary team and leaders in Hungary who are directing most of the FMC relief work
Refugee efforts in Hungary, specifically Budapest, Györ and Pécs
Ongoing relief efforts of the FMC in Ukraine
Safety for those transporting food, clothing and supplies to areas of Ukraine hardest hit by the war
Displaced families living at the rehabilitation house in Rivne, Ukraine
Affiliate missionary Eric Casteel and his church as they assist 11 refugee families in Belgium
Eight refugee families now living at the St. John’s Home in Bulgaria and being assisted by the FMC
Two families from the FMC in Portugal who are waiting to receive refugee families into their home
The FMC in Sweden as they assist the Salvation Army in collecting practical items for refugee families
Latin America – Please pray for Pastora Sandra Ostolaza (Puerto Rico), who is currently undergoing chemotherapy.
Middle East – Muslims are observing the month of Ramadan. Pray they encounter and know the one true God and Jesus Christ
whom He has sent (John 17:3). To aid in your prayers during Ramadan, we recommend PrayerCast as a resource.
SEED – Set Free leaders in Europe are partnering with the European Freedom Network to place banners in refugee reception centers and transit points, providing safety tips in English and Ukrainian. Please continue to pray for the effectiveness of their efforts as
they seek to protect those most vulnerable to human trafficking.
For the most recent W eekly Prayer Hotline and Monthly Prayer Guide, go to https://fmwm.org/pray/.
Kirk Kettinger

OPEN DOOR MISSION LUNCH UPDATE
MEALS NEEDED
The lunches for the Open Door Mission continue to be made and
delivered once a month. Thank you to Carolyn and David Stiffler
and Kathy, Jim and Ashley Hayner for keeping this ministry running. If you would like to be part of this ministry, through donations or making or delivering lunches, please contact the church
office.

John Piazza (one of our new member s) is in need of meals
due to illness. Please sign up to help John using this meal
train link: https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/vl3y3g

Events, Announcements and Happenings continued on Page 5...
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Events, Announcements and Happenings continued from Page 5...

THE PARK RIDGE FREE METHODIST CHURCH GALLERY
In case you haven’t noticed, the Gallery has a new location. It is now located in the Lobby near the far entrance to the Sanctuary. The art work will be changed seasonally, so stop to see the current work on display.
The Gallery Girls: Joyce Gallagher, June Harris, Sue Henry, Chris Kelley and Marchia Miller

Spring
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