10 Straub Rd, Rochester, NY 14626
(585) 227-0990
contact: oﬃce@parkridgefmc.org
Pastor Merry Kendall, Lead Pastor

MONTHLY EVENTS
Thursday, 3-17, 7:00 pm BoA mtg.
Sunday, 3-20, 2:00 pm Village at
Unity Service

MEN’S GROUP
Saturday, 3-12, 9:00 am Men’s Group
at Panorama Restaurant
Saturday, 3-26, 9:00 am Men’s Group
at Panorama Restaurant
Saturday, 4-9, 9:00 am Men’s Group
at Panorama Restaurant
Saturday, 4-23, 9:00 am Men’s Group
at Panorama Restaurant
All men are welcome. Please sign up on
the Connection Card if you plan to attend
so enough seats can be reserved.

RECURRING EVENTS
Sundays

8:30 am, Book of John
study with Pastor Lance
Sundays 9:30-10:30 am
Worship in-person and online
Sundays 10:30 am, Book of John
study with Jason Strong
Tuesday 9:00 am, Book of John
ZOOM study with Pastor
Merry
Wednesdays 6:45 pm -8:00 pm
Powerhouse, Crossroads
Wednesdays 6:45 pm Book of John
study with Pastor Merry
Thursdays 6-8:00 pm TOPS meeting

ONLINE OPPORTUNITIES
Sundays
9:30 am - Sunday worship in person
and also on the church Facebook and
YouTube pages. Rememb9er you can
also watch the Facebook and
YouTube videos anytime.
We will keep you posted on any new upcoming online opportunities.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday, 4-3, 10:30 pm Society/
Congregation Meeting
Friday, 4-15, 7:00 pm Good Friday
Service
Sunday, 4-17, 9:00 am Easter Breakfast
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March-April 2022

The Forgo:en Wesley
As the Park Ridge family has hopefully learned by now, the Holy Spirit did not
endow me with the spiritual gi* of music. I do not play any musical instruments; nor, can I read music. I love to sing, but the empty passenger seat in
my car is my most apprecia-ve audience!
Though I did not study music in my coursework, I did study worship. I
studied the history of worship and how diﬀerent people and cultures li* their
praises and laments to God. The most important lesson I learned, though, is
that worship is not supposed to be an event we a1end. Worship is meant to
be an ac-on of those gathered. That is why we call our weekly gatherings
“worship services.” We gather in order to give our praises to God for all He
has done. Even if He never does another thing for us, we would s-ll praise
Him for who He is.
One of the many things I love about our Free Methodist tribe is our connec-onal system. When I need some guidance, I have plenty of other pastors
to whom I can turn. Many of them have studied music and so, I recently
turned to them for some guidance. I learned so much and would like to share
some of what I learned with you.
Many Free Methodists are familiar with the name John Wesley, a big inﬂuencer in how we interpret the scriptures and organize our churches. The
eighteenth child of Samuel and Susannah Wesley’s nineteen children, though,
is the o*en forgo1en Wesley, Charles. Yes, I said eighteenth of nineteen!
John was the ﬁ*eenth.
Much like his brother John, Charles went through all the mo-ons of religion but s-ll felt something was missing un-l a Moravian missionary encouraged him to look deeply into the condi-on of his soul. On May 21, 1738,
Charles began reading Mar-n Luther’s wri-ngs on Paul’s Le1er to the Gala-ans. He read and prayed, seeking the love of the One who gave His life for
him. Suddenly, he found himself at peace with God and rejoicing in the love
of Jesus. Two days later, he began wri-ng poe-c words about his conversion
and con-nued wri-ng poe-c verses as hymns for the next 50 years!
Charles wrote his ﬁrst hymn, “And Can it Be?” as a celebra-on of his conversion to Chris-anity in 1738. S-ll one of the most popular Methodist hymns
today, it was ﬁrst published in 1739. This hymn was ﬁrst set to a variety of
tunes beginning in 1742. When we turn to that hymn in our hymnal today, we
ﬁnd ourselves singing Wesley’s verses as they were set to music composed by
Thomas Campbell in 1825 – 87 years a*er Charles wrote those words! Joseph
Linn added an op-onal choral ending in 1986 – another 161 years later!
So, here’s what I learned from some of our Free Methodist pastors who
have studied music: the way the hymns are arranged in our hymnal is not the
only way they can be sung. Those are probably just the more familiar ways we
have heard them sung. Charles Wesley would be thrilled to hear his poe-c
verses sung in a variety of ways as long as they are sung by people who have
gathered to li* their praises as an expression of the joy they ﬁnd as they follow Jesus and experience His love.

In Christ’s service,
Pastor Merry

If you see someone whose special day
has already occurred, please wish them well.

March Birthdays
3
4
8
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
18
20
21
24
29

Bret Ma1hews
Andy Meyer
Nate Williams
Ellio1 Rodwell
Cindy Mull
Debbie Lewis
Sara Soule
Mark Alessi
Esther Dorr
Pam Rende
Hannah Schuler
Chris Hubbard
Ellie Strong
Susan Solt
Lydia Dorr
Mary Jane Strong
30 Myranda Soule

April Birthdays
1
2
3
5
8
9
11
13
16
17
18
21
25
28
30

Jim Lunden
Joe DeLorenzo
Luke Strong
Eric Young
Sandy Rodwell
Karina Strong
Bert Bue1ner
Beep Kielkowicz
Rick Cu1
Pat DeLorenzo
Merry Kendall
Sally Luce
Don Henry
Olivia Bue1ner
Jonah Strong
Ed Randolph
Landon Strong
Laurie Bue1ner
Jared KeNnger
Meghan KeNnger
Reegan Mitchell

March Anniversaries
2 Dick & Joyce Gallagher
6 Ray & Pa1y Miller
21 Chris & Debbie Wolﬀ

If you or a family member are in the emergency room, or admi ed to the hospital, please contact the church oﬃce so the
pastor can be made aware. Area hospitals no longer contact
the churches with this informa on.

April Anniversaries

We try to recognize all the birthdays and anniversaries,
but may be missing some. If you think your birthday or
anniversary is missing from our list, please e-mail the
church oﬃce and let us know the dates. Thank you.
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Upcoming Events, Announcements and Happenings
in the Life of Our Church
Powerhouse continued...

Don’t Forget!

You are invited to join us, in the
Lobby, for coﬀee and bagels at
9:00 am on Easter morning.
A Connec-on Card sign-up will be
coming the ﬁrst Sunday in April.

Powerhouse
On Friday night, February 19, seven eager teens arrived at the
church not knowing what was in store for them over the next 24
hours of their first Powerhouse Youth 2022 Winter Lock-In.
The evening began with a pizza and wings dinner that then morphed into grabbing long strips of toilet paper. This get-to-know
-you game had students sharing a fact about their life for each
square they ripped off the roll. These fun tidbits began the
groundwork of bringing the community together.
Moving into worship led by Elim Bible College’s worship
team, students were welcomed into a time of focusing on placing all the honor on the One who gives us breath. Lance Mitchell then intr oduced us to twelve tr ouble-makers who didn’t
allow their past or present culture dictate their choices, but followed the ultimate Trouble Maker who came to make Kingdom
changes. Following this time, you’d next find everyone standing on the stage ready to rush out of the Sanctuary.
It was time for Holey-Moley! What followed was a mad dash
for as much tape, scissors, Cornhole boards, golf balls, props,
decorations and obstacles that could be collected before others
took it away. Teams rushed to their designated location where
they spent the next hour constructing a mini-golf course hole.
Everyone had fun coming up with creative ideas for how they
could walk away with the prize for Most Creative or Most Fun
Hole. After time was called, everyone piled into cars and made
their way to McDonald’s for a snack before strapping on a pair
of bowling shoes and knocking down some pins.
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The remainder of the evening was filled with bumpers, strikes
and gutter balls.
The next morning, teen devotionals were led by Julian and
Dominic Wolff while the youth leader s’ devotion was led by
Samantha Bruehl. This time r efocused us on why we wer e
meeting on this cold February weekend. We then made our
way back into the Sanctuary for worship led by Connor Girvin
and Dominic Wolff and the conclusion to our Trouble series by
Lance Mitchell.
It was then time to play a round of mini-golf! Everyone
grabbed a pair of golf socks, a visor, clipboard, scorecard and
golf ball and made their way through the course where they
tried to get their ball up ramps, over “water,” through funnels,
and under a potty. After taking on the many challenges, prizes
were given out. Most Creative went to Alex Aspromgos and
Michelle, Most Fun to Jacob and Lance Mitchell, Best
Score to Julian Negron, and Worst Score to Rhys.
After lunch, everyone was found racing to claim chairs in a
game of Traffic Jam, flinging pinnies or bodies into the correct
Tic-Tac-Toe spot, and pushing bodies from a square during a
round of Gangs of NY. These sweaty bodies then found their
ways again to cars that took them to Virtual Reality Playground
in Henrietta before returning to the church for Fear Factor. If
you weren’t cracking an egg over your head, drinking something sweet, or burying dog bones in the dirt, you might have
been found digging rocks out of ice water, “lice” out of the
carpet with a pair of tweezers, or “taking care” of a cat’s litter
box.
These laughed-filled memories were shared as we reflected
on the weekend over boxes of Chick-fil-a sandwiches. The
weekend was a time where we could have fun, talk about Jesus,
and just enjoy being in one another’s company. As one teen
shared, the best part of the weekend was just being around one
another.
We thank everyone for the support, prayers, monetary and
food contributions. It was a weekend to remember and one that
has allowed us to share more of the Gospel.
Sierra (Mitchell) Dix

Events, Announcements and Happenings continued on Page 4...
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Global Missions
The World Missions website provides many resources including news about our missionaries as well as prayer calendars so that you
can pray for specific needs around the world. Check out the March Heartbeat at https://fmwm.org/ for stories of hope and the
monthly W orld Missions Prayer Calendar.
Here are a few highlights from the Free Methodist W orld Missions Hotline:
Africa – The Thrive ladies (Set Free group in Kenya) will travel to the village of Turbo, where the Umoja Free Methodist Academy
is located. They'll be meeting with students--both girls and boys and conducting advocacy training. Please pray for protection in travel and ask the Holy Spirit to use them in unexpected ways.
Asia – On February 11, Rev. Dr. Shirish Ahaley was elected bishop of the Alpha Region of the General Conference in Creative Access Country-IN. He will assume office on April 1 following the long distinguished service of Rev. Dr. Narendra John.
Shirish has served as superintendent, church planter, pastor, APFMMA Executive Director, and most recently, as FMWMAsia Church Planting Consultant. Pray for Shirish and his wife, Ujwala, as he assumes this new role.
Europe – Pray for peace between Russia and Ukraine. The possibility of invasion by Russian military forces into Ukraine is very
high. The Free Methodist Church has ministry in both countries. Pray for those whose hearts are hardened to experience the
love of God and for war to be averted.
Latin America – Please pray for Lilliana in Bogota, Colombia. She is one of the Community Church Planting Network leaders.
This past weekend she lost her daughter and son-in-law in a car accident, leaving behind a 2-year-old son. Please pray for
Liliana as she mourns the loss and cares for her grandson, Isaac. Please continue to join in prayer for the ongoing challenges and dangers facing church leaders in Haiti. Ask God to pour out His peace, His presence, and His hope in Haiti. To aid
you as you pray for Haiti, watch this Prayercast video.
Middle East – Praise the Lord for increased technology and tools like the internet that allow access to the gospel despite attempts
by governments to prevent a gospel witness. Pray God will give our national leaders wisdom to use these tools effectively
in restricted access areas.
SEED – Ask God to give wisdom and discernment to the SEED team as they determine which livelihood groups to train for larger
orders, make plans for travel and training, and decide what machines or resources might be necessary.
For the most recent W eekly Prayer Hotline and Monthly Prayer Guide, go to https://fmwm.org/pray/.
Dublin – Keep the ministry of Billy Swann and the Dublin Family Outreach in your prayers. Also, please keep Declan (Deco) Keenan and his wor k with the kids at Just A sk in your pr ayer s.
Here’s a message from Billy Swann for Park Ridge FMC: We are excited about what the Lord continues to do for his glory and
in answer to prayer. The original 12 people setting up Family Fellowship Church are now averaging 20 each week as we meet in the
Ballyfermot Civic Centre. Various members are stepping up to lead, share and preach. The group will continue to meet even when
we are away for 10 days to visit our new grandchild in California. This is such a great step forward for the group.
We are hoping that pastor Nick Serb from a Free Methodist church in Northern Ireland will join us in the summer to further develop this group. Our two camps in the summer will now become an outteach of FFC. They have formed a development team that is
already working on various aspects of putting together an enhanced camp experience to effectively reach out to their own friends
and neighbors.
Thank you for being a part of this extension of God's kingdom. Your support, thoughts and prayers have made a difference in the
lives of so many.
Kirk Kettinger

Billy Swann at Drewstown House

Just Ask in Dublin

Events, Announcements and Happenings
continued on Page 5...
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Events, Announcements and Happenings continued from Page 4...

On February 20 ﬁve people were welcomed into the
membership of Park Ridge Free Methodist Church.

Dylan
Soule

5
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Myranda
Soule

Dave
Schindler

Mark
Alessi

John
Piazza

Events, Announcements and Happenings continued on Page 6...
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Winter Photos

Photos from Mark Alessi

Photos from Joyce Gallagher
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